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the influence of education, in its broadest and truest sense, in 
modifying and correcting abnormal and criminal tendencies and 
in molding the personality as a whole. While it is possible that 
the positivistic criminologists may have done work of more value 
than they are here credited with, it is certainly true that many of 
their more extreme dogmas are both ill-grounded and dangerous 
in their practical application. On the whole the beginner could 
scarcely have a better introduction to the science of criminology 
than this. 

E. Ritchie. 
Halifax, N. S. 

Christian Theology and Social Progress: The Bampton 
Lectures for 1905. By F. W. Bussell, Brasenose College, 
Oxford; Rector of Sisland, Norfolk. London: Methuen & 
Co., 1907. Pp. xl, 343. 

The contents of this volume consist of the eight lectures writ- 
ten for delivery in St. Mary's Church, Oxford, on the Bampton 
foundation. These occupy about two fifths of the book; the 
remainder is occupied with eight so-called "Supplementary Lec- 
tures," a plan of arrangement which does not seem justified by 
the results. The discussions are stimulating and suggestive 
throughout; but owing to the extent of the ground covered, 
and the manner of exposition chosen by the author, it is very 
difficult to state shortly the exact drift of the book. Nor do our 
present limits admit of a discussion of any of the very numerous 
interesting points marked out in the course of Doctor Bussell's 
treatment, which by no means follows certain well-known con- 
ventional lines, but is striking and original. 

The spirit and style of the book are very well indicated in the 
following extract from its concluding paragraph (p. 330) : "That 
which binds together rulers and ruled can never be a common 
culture, but only a common moral aim. Democracy believes that 
this impulse to cheerful corporate action (not seldom involving 
sacrifice of personal well-being, but never of personal principles 
and hopes) is inborn in every man. And (as the experience of 
the genuine ruler will bear out) to call forth this sentiment needs 
not minute regimentation nor a system of fear, but a sense of 
privilege, of dignity, and of responsible use. Like Christianity, 
the true reformer preaches a gospel of faith, and gives men rights 
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before they have learned to employ them. But, it must be ear- 
nestly maintained, this generous creed has no lasting root except 
in the principles and prepossessions which it shares with, or has 
derived directly from, the gospel. The contest of science and 
democracy is no idle paradox, no academic antithesis. It per- 
vades and confuses modern thought and modern endeavor. It 
gives rise to eager and spasmodic efforts after individual inter- 
est, at the conquest of the mass through the reclaimed units which 
compose it. And, after these intermittent attempts, it compels 
the disheartened reformer to sink back again into hopeless apathy, 
surrendered to currents which set in an unknown direction; or 
to take refuge in the feverish ineffectiveness of legislation, which 
must always remain "outside," and in a measure hostile. Belief 
in human nature, in the priceless worth of the person and his 
immortal destiny, in the abiding solicitude of God for the meanest 
and most depraved, in the sense of worth and steady though slow 
advance toward full membership of the kingdom — in these 
thoughts, as we believe, indispensable to any happy life among 
Western nations, in these "ventures of faith," our heritage from 
the past and our hopes for the future, the gospel and the churches 
can reinforce the flagging interest and can put life into the dis- 
mayed outlook. Christian belief and the welfare of society are 
one." 

S. H. M. 
Belfast, Ireland. 



Roman Private Law. By R. W. Leage. London : Macmillan 
& Co. Pp. 400. 

The object of Mr. R. W. Leage's volume on "Roman Private 
Law" is stated in the preface to be the meeting of a want, ex- 
perienced by the author himself in teaching, for "some book which 
is content to give, as simply as possible, the subject-matter of 
the 'Institutes' of Gaius and Justinian, following, in the main, 
the original order of treatment." The book becomes thus an 
English paraphrase of the "Institutes" with a useful historical 
introduction on the sources of Roman law and occasional ampli- 
fication by reference to the other parts of the Corpus Juris Civilis. 
This plan involves a great deal of very convenient simplification 
in the statement of the law. It does not involve anything more 



